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Response Surface Methods for Formulation Optimization of PLA-a-Asarone Nanoparticles

LU Jin'?, YU Xue’e®, FU Tingming®, ZHAN Guanjun®’, GUO Liwei® (1.Nanjing Dachang Hospital, Nanjing 210043,
China; 2.Zhongda Hospital, Southeast University, Nanjing 210009, China; 3.Nanjing University of Chinese Medicine, Nanjing
210023, China)

ABSTRACT: OBJECTIVE To optimize formulation of PLA-a-asarone nanoparticles(NP) by response surface methodology
(RSM). METHODS Plackett-Burman design for independent variables was firstly conducted to prescreen various formulations
and process variables during the development of NP. Selected primary variables were further optimized by central composite
design. This process lead to an optimum formulation with desired particle size, drug loading and encapsulation efficiency.
RESULTS Optimum formulation was as follows: PLA concentration 14.76 mg-mL~', a-asarone concentration 4.89 mg-mL™",
PVA concentration 1% and volume ratio of oil-water 1 : 2. These prepared PLA-a-asarone nanoparticles had round surface and
uniform size with average particle size of 265.4 nm, PDI index of 0.038, drug loading efficiency of 12.40% and encapsulation
efficiency of 55.86%, relative errors of these parameters were small by comparing with the bias values. CONCLUSION The
study demonstrates the feasibility that response surface methodology can be used to optimize the formulation and process
variables to achieve favorable responses for PLA-o-asarone nanoparticles.

KEY WORDS: a-asarone; nanoparticle; Plackett-Burman; central composite design; formulation optimization
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(L7542 iz T 4 4 6 M S 3G A 38 ) ) Allegra 64R
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fit5: 100298-201203, 4 100%); 40 i AL
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TRAERAR); HEE, NG, KANE
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PLA-o- 41 3% i 49 K H0 i 3L Ak 18 770 4% &1 il
o RERI— T8 o F R 258 PLA ¥ T
—EARBAEIERICE TS - AER=9 @ P 1E
RNAEHMEAA), && PVA T /KIENKFGE
AH), KA HUAE i 88 92 93 N AW 43 1 (1) 7K A
b, R, AkSENBERE 2 min J5 T ER RS I 4 B AR AR
TE— I A — e r ], B FEashidt: 6 h
DL E¥EZRHHIAFE, 5000 rmin”' FiES 0 5 min
BrEUTiE, BOBFFLL 21 000 romin”' B0 45 min
RYORRLYINE, ZP0E H EZKPERE 3 IRCABR &
PVA, E&R/KDHEL AT 48 h 1 AIRFE & .
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22,1 FEMESLIG BT @ WS E T 5
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VIR % (X, mg-mL™"). /KHAF(Xe, mL). PVA
W (Xps %, ANUEEFA 1 mL). &85 D)2 (XE,
W) J¢ 8 75 B 8] (Xe, min) HAZ &, PDI. Kiff.
DL f1 EE AKX & . HRmLAKTLE 1.

#& 1 Plackett-Burman 52 % F & /K F K 4% 4

Tab. 1 The factor level and coding in design Plackett-
Burman.
K
Xa Xp Xc Xp X X
-1 10 3 2 1 400 2
1 30 9 10 2 800 4

222 L2MAsSEE T 7E Plackett-Burman fifi
ESLIR LA b, IR 4 DMEREEMEMEAR, A
i CCD it sess, sl & T2, 525
AL N A (245 PDI. kif®. DL Ml EE). fliibsL
IVt 4 RIZ 3 /KPR 27 AN sEie 7 AR, [
R IL K LR 2% R MR ¥E Plackett-Burman 3256
iR ut).

*2 CCDFEEZHEAAF K

Tab. 2 The factor level and coding in central composite
design

. - KF
FEHE
-1 0 1
XA/PLA ¥ /mg-mL™" 10 20 30
Xo/Z54 FE /mg-mL ™! 3 6 9
Xc/PVA HRE /% 1 15 2
Xo/ /KA AA/mL 2 6 10

2.3 GOKRRL A ERALE R

2.3.1 K42 F0 PDI MllE  BUA TR RS &,
B weT EAKH, SRR 3 A 25 ClE
FHKi4E K PDI. A PDI R4k R £ 43 Bl
250, PDI BN IR —, — B0 IAN
PDI<0.3, FRGPKPRZTI—.

2.3.2 DL 5 EE WllE KB AREUFE S 10 mg &
10 mL &3, N2 mL ZJE% M, A 2 min BL
AR R R 259, FIBEE %S, {8 HPLC
AR I RE S 2k DT LR A A R
DL fl EE: DL/%=4%KHi Hp 2459 53 2/ 9 KR ot = X
100%; EE/%=4% K ki 41 259 it & /4% N 24 1 X
100%.

233 KRR BRI T2 Tl
PLA-o- 41 X 9K REAE ok R DV, H 3 B
HEEER SRS b, (R H L8705 5 & w4
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HAHME, HARMEFEMB(SEM)EE.
24 TR

2.4.1 JHEIRLE  HR4E Plackett-Burman it 12
s, wDATIRIE 6 AN E AR fE A 5 A (R K
SIS DR AR B R S /N o 12 2L U 3 S8 )
AR 5 S 56 1) 97 AR L3 3 o S 36 1) 1 {62 35 PDI
Fif%. DL. EE, HIEAR 2 20H i AH AR B R 4
Y=ko+kiXa+koXp+ks Xc+kaXp+ksXp+keXeo HHA, Xy
N PLA WK (mg-mL™"); Xp NZYIKE (mg-mL™);
Xe N/KMAEF(mL); Xp A PVA IKE(%); Xe N
FEIIZE(W); Xp NI (B (min), 289w 1E
AN RAE Y #S AT — AN 2 TR R .

% 3 Plackett-Burman % it 7 % K . {4

Tab. 3 The initial input factor levels and experimental
responses in screening design Plackett-Burman.

e BN T S 4

Y Xa Xs Xe Xp Xe X¢ PDI iff/nm DL/% EE/%
1 10 9 10 2 400 2 0.172 3783 1284 27.05
230 9 10 1 400 2 0080 3023 922 4028
310 9 2 2 800 2 0098 3184 13.09 27.83
430 9 2 1 400 4 0014 2758 1410 61.08
510 9 10 1 800 4 0090 2786 1279 26.93
6 10 3 2 1 400 2 0033 2793 1090 47.19
730 3 10 2 800 2 0273 4006 477 5224
8 30 9 2 2 800 4 0038 3094 1385 60.28
9 10 3 10 1 800 4 0034 2999 804 3507
10 30 3 2 1 80 2 0100 3014 658 7152
11 30 3 10 2 400 4 0.168 3764 530 58.02
12 10 3 2 2 400 4 0006 3060 11.59 5036

iz FF2 ¥ Design-Expert 8.0.5 #{4- X i N.AH 5
R R AT — R EVE IS IR0 se i g R k47 7 2
S HT(ANOVA), MM EFIEIAREH K 4. HE 4
ALRN, JKABARAR . PVA WREE. MRS XS PDI A
R 2 3 FE R (P<0.05). PDI ATHRLAE #EBE & KA
PRAAFN PVA MR BE I R 3E K, Bl A6 i 75 I ]
TEARTTIR N, AH 2 ] LUK I, AR SE46 A PDI $<0.3,
FKH. BHIREAEN PDI A, {BAR[E %]
BRI 5H—. DL FE%& PLA KA
KAE AR (1) 38 0 i 980~ 17 245 47 = R 14 s DL 3%
Ko HIF 4 051, PLA WKEE. Z5W0k B AN KA 4
FUXF EE 525 3% . BE#E PLA &=/ IN, EE Bk,
T 25 P AR AR AR IR 3G IR 2> 48 EE /. AR,
KAEFINT PDIL k4%, DL. EE #5452 540,
PLA FIZ5¥ik %+ DL #1 EE 45 {2 35 540 ; PVA K
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JEE FIEE 75 B ) B ARARSS PDI Ak femy, {H2&
PVA IR EEXTRIAZ SN EE K. BeAbh, AR i [a]
XPRLAZR AN PDI HIsZm 3 B W, HiEmd
Tt r i o R P T ) A, I RS Y B Rk 1
FEE I RS AR, 5 min (18 A I TE] C Ok B i
KBREE, FrbL, o B S50 1 v w7 i i) %
NS min, MAKHE N AL R FI, B Plackett-
Burman §ii i 55 55 06 H ) B 221 4 4> B AR B AL
KA. PLA WREE. 290K BE LA L PVA WK .

% 4 Plackett-Burman 2%, PDI, #4%, DL #7 EE
GRIENERAY

Tab. 4 The Regression Coefficients in Screening Design
Plackett-Burman for PDI, Particle size, DL, and EE.

- S5 A
A PDI i /mm DL/% EE/%
ko 0.092" 318.87" 10.26" 46.49"
ki 0.020 8.78 -1.29" 10.75"
ka -0.010 —8.40 2.39" -5.91"
ks 0.044" 20.48" -1.43" —6.56"
ks 0.034" 29.32Y -0.016 -0.52
ks 0.013 -0.82 —0.40 —0.84
ke -0.034" -11.18" 0.69 2.14
E: VP<0.05,
Note: "P<0.05

24.2 CCD fifbifE: @it EiA Plackett-Burman
LIS PRI 4 N SEIR R R, CCD SEiR i ihaeig
k25 DL /D 1) S8 BV 52 58 TR 3R 2 HL 2 T
) AF L 5 e 6 o S ARL PRI DT R . SRES R, I iy
HAZfEVE R, CCD fefefit3ifS s DL, & EE &/
Fife Jz PDI GKRLHIREAY . CCD VA S50 B ih 7
FRHTIEE RN S,

iz R FF Design-Expert 8.0.5 4 {4 X} 5256 45 5
HEAT A0 M, A e AR AH 2 )[R0 )3 2R 305 0l L3R
6. EIHFTFEUT Y=a0+aaXa+opXp+acXctapXp+
aaXaptaacXactaapXaptascXsctappXep+acpXcpt
an’Xa2rop Xet tact X +ap Xno o Xa N PLA WK
(mg-mL™"); Xg NZYIIKE (mg-mL ™5 Xc A7KHI A
M(mL): Xp A PVA #KE(%), ¥ NHISE. A
Wi AR Y AT — N L) 2 R TR .
24.3 HAEXRARKEW B EAE R
Mo (A REGR B, MhRH TR EREE . %
BRI R {H 0.898 4, LHIZMIR AL AR
89.84%Mi N FIALAL, Z5REH: Kife s PLA K
B« AKAHAARARFN PVA W FE R FEAH G, HISNIERHDR .
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®S5 CCD Bt 75 58 S Hom i 8
Tab. 5 Central Composite Design for Four Factors at
Different Levels

|52 EIPNG 'S Seng
T oX X Xe Xp &b PDI

S 56 ) I8
$ift/mm DL/%  EE/%

1 10 3 21 2 0.013 2562 11.96 51.66

factorial
2 30 3 design 0-106 2646 624  69.36
310 9 21 0.049  263.8 1440  30.20
4 30 9 2 1 0.071 2752 1349 5856
5 10 3 10 1 0.078  283.5 755 3231
6 30 3 10 1 0.067 3209 442 4757
7 10 9 10 1 0.022 3025 1230  25.80
8 30 9 10 1 0.032 2921 929 4030
9 10 3 2 2 0.040 2767 13.54 5853
10 30 3 2 2 0.066 3025  7.58  81.86
11 10 9 2 2 0.066 299.1 1240  26.17
12 30 9 2 2 0.129 3160 1430  61.93
13 10 3 10 2 0.003 3292 619 2647
14 30 3 10 2 0.197 3767 479  51.50
15 10 9 10 2 0.112 3286 1244  26.09
16 30 9 10 2 0.053 3217 985 4271
17 10 6 6 1.5 gt 0062 3013 1266 3329
18 30 6 6 15 design 0116 3400  7.18 4228
19 20 3 6 15 0.071 3266 552 4323
20 20 9 6 15 0.093 3102 11.61  37.60
21 20 6 2 15 0.027 2920 11.14 4845
22 20 6 10 1.5 0.174 3142 825 3582
23 20 6 6 1 0.096 2933 970  41.94
24 20 6 6 2 0.046 3144  9.08 3925
25 20 6 6 1.5 cemer 0069 3038 932  40.63
points
26020 6 6 15 (3 0.049 2993 938 4087
27 20 6 6 1.5 0.058 3004 930  40.99

244 HAEX DLEN  HEZEX DL 200
(AT R AT UR B, SEREAAY ) FAHJZ 8.58, P
fH<0.000 3, KM EFEER . 45REKH: PLA
WRE. W . KARARFR AN PVA K EXT DL ¥
B EZEEW, DL 5 PLA WKJE . K& K PVA
WERSMEK, SHMKERIEMEL. NG
FE 5K AHARFURD PVA KB FIAH EAE R KRG, 0%
Zi)IKEE, DL MAHRARARR B3, HHAms
JKAHARFRFD PVA WK B2 A BAE AR T 3545 = 1
DL, TfiZi#)#1 PLA BIAH B AFH v g <2 98/)s DL.

2.4.5 HZEX EE fm g EHZEX EE #0H
R R BT AR R, SeBBAN) FEZ 15.84,

PAE<0.000 1, BAIEE @GR 455K
PLA IKEE. Z5WDIRIE. KAHMRAL AT PVA R FE 152

R E B 2655 2018 4E 2 45 35 B4 2 )

I EE H & F 2N &K, EE 5 PLAWKESR
IEAHSE, T 5259 . AKMARFA AT PVA K 5
UG o I 248 PLA FIZ5909 B, EE S48
bR 3 . PLA RIS INGEAS .35 390 EE, MZ5%)
W R (3G U £33k EE. A, B2 5 T LUR IR,
T Sz 45 52 19 PDI $41<0.3, 2% B 11 15 1 40 K i 5%
Bl—, ZHELHR[18], 2B H B =X KR PDI
Mo, AT 5
2.5 IUEREG

A S22 1R PLA -2 37 Jii 44 KR AE S 8211
W E BT B A 2T R R . X T 5
e 2imi s, HTAAERIK, FIgKR ik
BEYRR MR A ELEEENIER. 8 H
Design-Expert 8.0.5 #ftF, ZHSCHR[18], REUA
A A E 17 ROPAEIRE N 0.4, DL IRLE N
0.4, EE RLE N 0.2), MREHLEARETE. il
I H i B A AL 7 T8N PLA WP 14.76 mg-mL ™',
o-ASE R 25 4.89 mg-mL™', PVA WKJE 1%,
WK 12, BRETEAMFES 3 TR,
B FOAE 5 S B AT LL B IR B 22, &5 R0
R 7o A ZE=(TRAE — S AR )/ FTIAE X 100%.

&6 CCD{tLL. K%, DL. EE R4 &AM E T A 5K
Tab. 6 The regression coefficients in central composite-
design, P values, R%, and adjusted R? for full model of
particle size, DL, EE and comprehensive indicators

SR 0 IS
AHIR R EL - =
HiA%E/mm DL/% EE/% LEO TR
0o 309.45" 9.24" 39.40" 6.78
o 9.38" ~1.46" 10.31Y -0.28
o -1.54 2.35" —-6.29" 0.54
ac 17.08" 0.046 0.93" -0.034
op 17.96" -1.67" -8.79" -0.91
OAB —6.76" 0.72 0.87" 0.30
Oac 2.28 0.30" -1.56" 0.11
0AD 0.32 0.035 211" -0.031
OBC -1.76 —0.15" -0.96" —0.054
oD —7.47Y 0.35" 3.86" 0.28
acp 1.42 -0.13" -1.12" —0.054
o’ 7.06" 0.73 0.90 0.47
o’ 4.81 -0.63" 1.73Y 0.15
ac? —9.74Y 0.20" 1.91 -0.58
ap’ -10.49" 0.50 3.45Y 0.69
R’ 0.898 4 0.909 2 0.948 7 0.8382
Adjusted R 0.779 8 0.803 2 0.888 8 0.649 5
cv 3.98 13.37 10.48 9.38
: PP<0.05; CV-2ER R
Note: l)P<0.05; CV—coefficient of variation.
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i1l B 15 PLA-o-2H 37 Il g0 KR A0 WL [ 82, kr
13—, PLA-a-ZHF x4y KRR AR 7 A B L 1,
PLA-a-ZH 37 i 49Kk SEM K LK 2. HoF#kife
N 265.4 nm, PDI {64 0.038. HfE T &5 DL
12.40%, EE 55.86%, #if%. DL Fl EE = % M N.AE
2 53 3 N —0.84% —1.47%F1-1.45%, FHIX
=HE SR E S TNEY A& BAF, B iy
GEAM, WIERRE R IE 7. PDI fafih
0.038<0.3, iIFBiZ T 2l % M4 KRR A 35— o

8§-4800 1.0kV 4.8mm x20.0k SE(M)

B2 PLA-a-%8F W4k H SEM H
Fig. 2

TEM images of PLA-o-asarone nanoparticles.

£7 HilRKER

Tab.7 The results of verification test

75 A% /nm DL/% EE/%
1 263.8 12.68 57.17
2 265.4 12.22 55.23
3 267.0 12.30 55.18
STDEVP 1.3 0.20 0.93
FHME 265.4 12.40 55.86
TR AE 263.2 12.22 55.06
W Z51% —0.84 -1.47 -1.45
3 g

R S0 T I S T T 8 T KON ) % R
I 22 R 26 I S AL (R4 DL A EE) 520
5 Box-Behnken 3 HivE! " R B s - RN T
PR o2 S KR — R, T DA AR
IR P 2502 A5 SR U0 B 1 A i A S e R AR
(7, [ T 5 e = A R e AR R . (H
ARSI AR PR $8 45 T Box-Behnken 2N TH]
5 I B R -RUSLTNE AL o-4H = i 49 KR ) PP
MietrE %, REERWEZENE, RAAFRNE
(7 UL H 28 A Bt L8 N AR SE 56 R s 2
— . (B M F#H ik mPEG-PLGA (35K T 58,
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Fig. 1 Particle size distribution of PLA-o-asarone
nanoparticles.

0 1.0kV 4.8mm x10.0k SE(M)

il 24 77 1 AN —FF , Box-Behnken #0M [fivE i 4 T
S o202 AR I GRRL B A BN R AR
A SR,

SR 2 1 5] 3 05 2 45 R AT T B
PLA RS . KAHIEFRT PVA IR B R AR () e Bt 5
WK Z, T PLA. Z5W0iKIE . KAAREURT PVA ik
JEX DL F1 EE #3F B 220 AR % i fee £
T &%, PLA WJEH 14.76 mg-mL™", 254k s
N 4.89 mg-mL™", PVA W% 4 1%, KN 1 2 2,
il & BT 1% PLA-o- 2 = fixi 44 oK KL “F 35 KL 42
265.4nm, PDI 840N 0.038, #HZjE N 12.40%,
fEZN 55.86%, HIMAERZR M. RS H
AR B AN KL (1) B 2R, U 55.86%, R
ZH5HBEMTZMERNENRER K H—
i, SR PLA (R REAT 5y, TSLKR
R BRI, Bk PLGA(RIALIR-FH Z1R)
BREBEENaE%E, mHLRAERIK<S%), E
BB A AMFREAR, REER T HRAEMN
i, A RBARK PLA 1E A9k KL #k .
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